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  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀŘ wƛǾŜǊ .ŀƴŘ 

The Maôiingan, or gray wolf, long respected 

and revered by the Ojibwe people, and on the En-
dangered Species List for 45 years, was delisted 
by Donald J. Trumpôs Administration on October 
29, five days before the Presidential election.  
  This move, of course, has drawn the interest, 
dismay, and concern of the Bad River Band in 
general and, specifically, of Abi Fergus, Wildlife 
Specialist for the Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources 
Department. The delisting turned management of 
gray wolf populations over to state and Tribal 
governments and brought 1.8 million angry com-
ments from enraged Americans. 
   ñIn addition to the potentially political timing of 
this delisting, the Great Lakes states are not ready 
to take on the responsibility of caring for 
Maôiingan in the way that Bad River and other 
Great Lakes Tribes are,ò Fergus said, 
ñWisconsinôs Wolf Plan is almost as old as I am. 
It hasnôt been updated since its publication in 
1999 and a two-decade lag on incorporating the 
latest science and ethical thinking is unacceptable.  
  ñIn my conversations with Tribal and treaty au-
thority biologists who have been caring for our 
relationship to Maôiingan since before I was born, 
they are reflecting on the ways that the Great 
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Lakes states, in some ways, 
have not improved upon the 
tragic way delisting played out 
in the early 2010s, when tribal 
sovereignty was repeatedly 
ignored by state and federal 
governments.ò 
   (To learn more context, you 
can watch Fergusôs presenta-
tion from the Great Lakes Wolf 
Symposium found on the wild-
life page: badriver-nsn.gov/
wildlife/). 
   In December of 2019, Sena-
tors Ron Johnson of Wiscon-
sin, Mike Lee and Mitt Rom-
ney from Utah, and Steve 
Daines from Montana intro-
duced legislations to remove 
the gray wolf from the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA). 
  The delisting was proposed 
by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Services so wolves 
could be managed by individu-
al states. 
   Sen. Lee 
said science 
is on the 
govern-
mentôs side. 
  ñToday 
there are an 
estimated 
5,600 gray 
wolves in the 
United States 
and grey 
wolf popula-
tion contin-
ues to exceed 
the appropri-
ate manage-
ment levels,ò 
Lee said. 
ñThe levels 
were estab-
lished by 
relevant state wildlife divisions 
and benchmarks from the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.ò 
  The concern is, there are so 
many gray wolves roaming 
about that they have become a 
real threat to Americaôs live-

stock. And the plight of the 
American farmer was not lost 
on Fergus, who understands 
their fears. 
   ñFirst, I just want to be clear 
that I really value the excruci-

atingly hard 
and under-
appreciated 
work that 
small farmers 
do to feed 
us,ò Fergus 
said. ñA pri-
mary focus of 
mine in the 
wildlife pro-
gram is work-
ing with farm-
ers that neigh-
bor the reser-
vation or the 
Maôiingan 
Relationship 
Plan buffer 
zone. 
  ñWe trouble-
shoot keeping 
all sorts of 

native carnivores away from 
their livestock from the use of 
non-lethal deterrents like light 
makers and lines of fladry 
(flagging) to finding solutions 
through changing animal hus-
bandry. Attitude studies are 

available that tried exploring 
different categories like farm-
ers, deer hunters, and bear 
hunters. 
  ñGenerally, bear hunters are 
the most anti-wolf demograph-
ic and the ones with money in 
Washington. For the most part 
I believe that farmers donôt 
want to see their animal com-
panions die, understand that 
carnivores are part of the land-
scape, and just want to be able 
to make a living. One farmer I 
work very closely with lives by 
the understanding that a new 
individual or pack will always 
replace the empty niche that is 
made once someone choses to 
kill a native carnivore, and 
instead it is better to find ways 
to build an understanding of 
coexistence with these carni-
vores.ò 
  The gray wolf population in 
the lower 48 states stands at 
approximately 6,000, but Fer-
gus says itôs not really about 
the numbers. 
  ñMost of those Maôiinganag 
(wolves) are in the arrowhead 
region of what we now call 
Minnesota,ò she said. ñThatôs 
also where the Great Lakes 
population revived itself from, 
after a point in which 

Maôiinganag had been extirpat-
ed (regionally driven extinct) 
in what we now call Wisconsin 
and Michigan. 
  ñI donôt appreciate the way 
the natural sciences are hung 
up on population numbers, 
because when it comes down to 
it a number doesnôt mean any-
thing. Itôs how the population 
interacts with the ecosystem 
that matters, and weôre distract-
ed by counts rather than ex-
ploring how the current popu-
lations of Maôiingan are shap-
ing their ecosystems. Maybe 
helping prevent the spread of 
CWD. Maybe helping to keep 
beavers out of certain areas. 
  ñThis kind of understanding 
takes time, and we havenôt had 
the time, resources, and focus 
to learn before interest groups 
with money have once again 
influenced what should be sci-
entific and ethical decision. All 
that being said, Maôiinganag 
and humans were once the 
most widespread animals on 
the globe, and in many cases 
Maôiingan paved the way for 
us to learn how to survive in 
new habitats and ecosystems 
we came across as we spread 
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across the globe. For me, that helps put 
into context the fact that in the lower 48 
states, Maôiingan has only been allowed to 
occupy the northern fringes of the northern 
states, for the most part.ò 
  The delisting of the gray wolf, announced 
on October 29,  outraged Americans, with 
approximately 1.8 million comments sub-
mitted by the public opposing the ruling. 
Additionally, 86 members of Congress (in 
both the House and Senate), 100 scientists, 
230 businesses and 367 veterinary profes-
sionals submitted letters opposing the wolf 
delisting plan. Even the scientific peer 
reviews commissioned by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service itself found that the agen-
cyôs proposal contained numerous errors 
and appeared to come to a predetermined 
conclusion, with inadequate scientific sup-
port. Despite this public and scientific out-
cry, the ruling removes all federal protec-
tions from gray wolves. 
  Randy Johnson, a large carnivore special-
ist for Wisconsin's Department of Natural 
Resources, told Wisconsin Public Radio 
last month that if wolf management fell 
back to the state, it would use all of the 
tools available to find a balance, ñbetween 
a healthy and sustainable wolf population, 
but also addressing those social concerns 
and livestock concerns when and where 
needed.ò 
   However, turning management of gray 
wolf populations over to state and Tribal 
governments was of least concern for Fer-
gus. 
  ñThis is the facet of delisting that I donôt 
have any concerns over, because the Great 
Lakes Tribes started 2020 with the Mash-
kiiziibii Maôiingan Symposium,ò Fergus 
said. ñAt this gathering we reflected on the 
delisting period in the early 2010s, dis-
cussed the pending or completed update of 
Tribal Maôiingan plans, and began forming 
a network of Tribes to collaborate on car-
ing for our relationship with Maôiingan. 
The Bad River Tribe has had a Maôiingan 
Plan since 2013 when previous Wildlife 
Specialist Lacey Hill-Kastern originally 
published it. With the help of the commu-
nity and Laceyôs mentorship, I updated the 
plan with recent science and improved 
incorporation of Anishinaabe knowledge 
in 2019. Maôiinganag within the Bad River 
Reservation and extending out into a six-

mile buffer zone around the reservation 
(outlined in the Mashkiiziibii Maôiingan 
Relationship Plan) are not to be hunted.  
  ñThe Tribes have been doing so much 
good for Maôiingan in preparation for this 
day, and now the situation remains that we 
are waiting on proper Tribal consultation 
from the state and federal governments and 
involvement in the update of Great Lakes 
state plans.ò 
  The gray wolf population in Wisconsin 
stands at about 1,100. If that seems low, it 
shouldnôt. 
  ñThis is actually the highest the 
Maôiingan population has been here post-
colonization, but there could certainly be 
more,ò Fergus said. ñWhatôs interesting is 
that a lot of biologists and others were ar-
guing the wolf population in Wisconsin 
was leveling out the past few years, but 
this year the population was significantly 
up. I love how Maôiingan proves us wrong 
or reminds us that we donôt know every-
thing.ò 
   With so many Americans outraged by 
the delisting and 1.8 million comments in 
opposition, one has to wonder how this 
ñunpopularò ruling was approved. 
  ñThis is a political decision,ò Fergus said. 
ñIn addition to the record number of public 
comments against delisting, all five scien-
tific reviewers of the proposal had con-
cerns about delisting wolves. Attitude 
studies are repeatedly showing that the 
public is often in favor of living with 
wolves, but there has been a history of 

bear hunting lobbies in particular throwing 
money around to get the wolf delisted and 
hunted. 
  ñThe federal government never even con-
sulted with the Bad River Tribe in formal 
Tribal consultation, so in many ways this 
delisting can be shown to be reckless and 
invalid. The Endangered Species List Act 
is not very strong, and interest groups, 
legislatures, and Presidential administra-
tions have historically been chipping away 
at it to weaken it. 
  ñThere are other paths forward though. 
Peter David talks about a Maôiingan Pro-
tection Act, like the Golden and Bald Ea-
gle Protection Act that offers these rela-
tives protection even though they arenôt on 
the Endangered Species Act. White Earth 
elder Zhaashiigid Nooding (Bob Shimek) 
is working on a tribal endangered species 
act. I think itôs time to take new approach-
es and learn from a clear politicized back 
and forth that has put Maôiingan on and off 
the Endangered Species List over and over 
again throughout my lifetime.ò 
  The gray wolf had been protected for 45 
years, but if hunting and trapping of the 
Maôiingan is allowed it wouldnôt take long 
before theses wolves are endangered again. 
  ñYes, we have clear examples of what 
happened in Wisconsin specifically last 
time ï hunting quotas were greatly over-
shot,ò Fergus said. ñReservation wolves 
were murdered. Also, delisting doesnôt 
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usually happen across all of Turtle Island 
(North America), it usually happens re-
gionally. The wolves in the Rockies al-
ready receive less protections and in Idaho 
it is estimated that the government is kill-
ing up to 50 percent of the Maôiingan pop-
ulation ï 500 wolves last I saw.   
  ñWe know what will happen, but I am 
holding to the hope that 
we have until the au-
tumn of 2021 before a 
hunt could happen in 
Wisconsin and in that 
time I hope others will 
join me to try and make 
law, policy, and society 
better understanding 
and honoring 
Maôiingan. I believe we 
can at least reduce the 
harm that was caused 
last time if we learn 
from the past.ò 
   Fergus said some 
Tribal governments, such as White Earth 
in northwestern Minnesota, have already 
taken steps to protect the Maôiingan. 
White Earth already has laws dedicating 
the Reservation as a sanctuary for the gray 
wolf, and other Tribes are in conversations 
about improving or adding protection 
laws. 
  She said Minnesota is setting an excellent 
example as they proactively began updat-
ing their plan before delisting and are in-
cluding Tribes, respectfully. Michigan, 
Fergus said, has reported the intention to 
update its plan, but Wisconsin has been 

silent on that matter. 
  ñThis is a question we should all be pres-
suring State government on, and I did get 
to participate in a good meeting with Wis-
consin Governor Tony Evers, Tribal 
Council, and the co-organizers of the 
Maôiingan Symposium so they should 
know where Bad River stands and what 
the Tribe expects of the State,ò Fergus 
said. 
   The news of the delisting of the gray 
wolf from the Endangered Species List 
came just after Maôiingan Awareness 

Week. But there could be 
no good time for this 
announcement. 
  To the Anishinaabe peo-
ple, the Maôiingan is not 
just an animal, a fury, 
four-legged predator that 
must hunt to survive. It is 
a sacred brother, to be 
honored and respected.  
  ñIôm actually going to 
speak about one way that 
this Anishinaabe relation-
ship and understanding 
resonates with me, be-
cause I am not native and 

I am honored to answer these questions 
about Maôiingan but I am not the right 
person to speak to this one,ò Fergus said. 
ñLooking at the world through the con-
cepts and stories of evolutions is fascinat-
ing to me. 
  ñEarlier I mentioned how wolves helped 
humans spread across the globe by teach-
ing us how to live in new habitats ï that of 
course is known in Anishinaabe teachings. 
I just read, ñThe First Domestication,ò by 
Pierotti and Fogg and it was amazing, be-
cause it turned my Western concept of 
ñdomesticationò on its head. 

  ñDomestication isnôt about humans 
ótamingô other animals, itôs about entering 
into a relationship that influences both 
members. The First Domestication book 
pointed out that Maôiingan is essentially 
an evolutionary brother to all of us and 
shaped us ï namely in the way we have 
learned to live communally, like a pack. 
This is also known in Anishinaabe 
knowledge.  
  ñA final example of my learning from 
this book is on the arbitrary binary be-
tween a ñwolfò and a ñdog.ò Defining a 
species is not actually clear cut and is de-
termined scientifically with a combination 
of DNA comparisons, whether individuals 
can reproduce, and ecologically if clearly 
separated species seem to exist. 
 ñAnishinaabeg and other indigenous peo-
ple of Turtle Island seemed to differentiate 
dog and wolf based on whether the indi-
vidual was living with humans (dog) or 
not (wolf). My point is that even though 
bad Western science can often be used to 
try and separate us humans from our kin in 
the natural world, good science helps me 
understand and contextualize the rich his-
tory Anishinaabeg already hold with 
Maôiingan.ò 
   It should be understood that strong, legal 
actions as well as words of protest have 
been aimed at overturning the delisting of 
the gray wolf. 
   Said Fergus: ñVarious organizations that 
work on positive Maôiingan education 
have been preparing for this delisting and 
a lawsuit is certainly under way.ò 
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aŜƭƛǎǎŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ²ƻƭŦ ϧ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ  

 /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ р 
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  ά²ƻƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƛƳǇŜǊƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŎǊǳŜƭƭȅ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƻǊ ƎǳƴƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ƻƭƭŜǧŜ !ŘƪƛƴǎΣ 
/ŀǊƴƛǾƻǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ Ƙǳƴǘπ
ŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΦέ 
  
  ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǝƭƭ-ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ-ǎƛƎƘǘŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ 
ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǝƴŎǝƻƴ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǳǩƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜũƻǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ŎƻŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƛŜǊǊŀ /ƭǳō 9Ȅπ
ŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ǊǳƴŜΦ   
 
  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ 
²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀȅ 
ǿƻƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ пу ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ !ƴƎŜƭŀ 
DǊƛƳŜǎΣ /9h ƻŦ .ƻǊƴ CǊŜŜ ¦{!Φ ά²ƛǘƘ ŎǳǊπ
ǊŜƴǘ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǎǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǝƭŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ǘŜŜǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ 5ŜƭƛǎǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛŎƻƴ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǎŜǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦέ 
 
  ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀũƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ 
!ŎǘΣ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ŜŘŀ IǳǘŀΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴΦ ά.ȅ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƛƴƎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ 
ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦέ 
 
  άtǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭŦ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ Řǳǘȅ 
ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊǎŜπ
ŎǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ  wŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ 
{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳǳŎƘ-ƳŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǜǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ [ƻǳƛŜ tǎƛƘƻȅƻǎΣ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
ƻŦ hŎŜŀƴƛŎ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ά!ǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƘŜ сǘƘ aŀǎǎ 
9ȄǝƴŎǝƻƴΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦέ 
 

  ά²ƻƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ hǊŜƎƻƴΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǿƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭŦ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƛƴ 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ¦ǘŀƘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9Ǌƛƪ aƻƭǾŀǊΣ ŀ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ōƛƻƭƻπ
Ǝƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 
άwŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƻƭŦ ǇƻǇπ
ǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ƛǎ 
ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛǊǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΦέ 
 
  ά.ȅ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘ 
ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƻƊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭŦ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŜũƻǊǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǘƘȅ [ƛǎǎΣ 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΦ άaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ 
ǿƻƭŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŀōƭŜΣ ƭŀŎƪ 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝȊŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƴǝƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ǿƻƭŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ DǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ 

ŀǊŜ ŀǇŜȄ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴǳƭǝōƛƭƭƛƻƴ-
ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǝƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭŀƴŘǎΦέ 
 
  ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ƳŜǊŎƛƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ 
ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴ ²ȅƻƳƛƴƎΣ LŘŀƘƻΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƴπ
ǘŀƴŀΣ έ ǎŀƛŘ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ [ŀǊǊƛǎΣ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ²ƛƭŘ9ŀǊǘƘ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎΦ άbƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜƭŜǎǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

ōŀŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǎƘƻƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǇ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ 
ŦŜǿΦϦ 
 
  ά{ǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƪπ
ƭŜǎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /9hΣ WŀƳƛŜ wŀǇπ
ǇŀǇƻǊǘ /ƭŀǊƪΦ άDǊŀȅ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦǊŀŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊπ
ƳŜǊ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǾπ
ŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘ 
ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ  
  
  άLŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
ŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ ƻƴŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ .ƭŀŎƪƭŜŘƎŜΦ ά²ƻƭǾŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ 
ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǊƻŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀǊōƛπ
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Numbers in our 4 -county area  

For the dedicated profes-
sionals at the Bad River 
Health and Wellness Center, 
it didnôt matter who won elec-
tion as President of the United 
States. Their focus has been 
on science and its application 
to the good health of the Bad 
River Community. 
  ñWhomever takes the role of 
President of the United States, 
it would be excellent to see 
the leader of our country col-
laborate with medical experts 
to combat the virus,ò said Pam 
Feustel, Public Health Nurse 
for the BRHWC. ñSeeing the 
POTUS model behaviors that 
will encourage the rest of the 
country to do the same and 
slow the spread would be a 
great start. It has to come from 
the top down.ò 
   Many pundits believe that 
President Donald J. Trumpôs 
failure to recognize, address 
and combat COVID-19 was 
the primary reason he lost the 
White House to President-
elect Joe Biden. 
  Biden, for his part, must 
make COVID-19 a priority, 
but needs to find a way to do 
so, while at the same time 
reviving a struggling econo-
my. Biden said he would do 
just that Saturday night during 
his acceptance speech as Pres-
ident-elect. The next day, he 
set up a Coronavirus Task 
Force. 

  At this writing, the United 
States has recorded a whopping 
10,065,518 cases of COVID-19 
with record numbers being 
posted daily in the nation and 
the State of Wisconsin. Some 
237,259 Americans have died 
from the coronavirus, including 
2,395 in Wisconsin. Bidenôs 
difficult balancing act will be 
to find a way to beat the virus 
and keep the economy running. 
   Before his election Biden 

promised he would listen to 
medical experts and use their 
expertise and the guidelines of 
science in his administrationôs 
efforts to defeat the virus. And, 
he has said, he would consider 
a lockdown of non-essential 
businesses and a nation-wide 
mask mandate to control 
COVID-19. That, however, 
would likely be met with strong 
blowback from Republicans 
and others who would see these 

measures as violations of civil 
liberties. 
   For example, recently a judge 
in El Paso County, Texas, or-
dered a two-week shutdown 
of nonessential services amid 
growing hospitalizations in 
the area.  The Texas attorney 
general, however, joined sev-
eral restaurant owners in su-
ing to block the order. 
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Biden takes lead on COVID -19 
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And a surge in coronavirus cases has led 
oʢcials in Harrison County, Iowa ð a 
heavily Republican county ð to require 
people to wear facemasks in public. 
But Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds has 
continued to downplay eʡorts to contain 
the virus and has rejected mask require-
ments. Reynolds has said Iowans must 
learn to live with the virus 
  ñIt is difficult to determine if shutdowns are 
necessary as every city, state, and region has 
their own challenges,ò said Tina Gerovac-
Lavasseur, Bad River Public Health Nurse.  
ñThat is something that needs to be deter-
mined on a higher level. As far as facemasks 
in public, it has been proven that facemasks 
reduce the spread of COVID, as we are look-
ing this virus square in the eye, it is im-
portant that we do all we can to protect our-
selves é facemasks are the least we can do.ò 
  It has been more than nine months since the 
first positive case of COVID-19 was reported 
in Wisconsin. During the endless days of this 
pandemic the phrase, ñquarantine fatigueò 
has become a part of our daily vocabulary. 
At this writing, the Bad River Community 
has endured 63 positive cases of COVID-19 
with 15 currently active. However, the health 
professionals say, ñquarantine fatigueò has 
not been an issue on the Reservation. 
  ñFortunately, we are not seeing this in our 
healthcare setting,ò Feustel said, ñWe have a 
very strong team that is dedicated to keeping 
our community safe and free from the virus. 
We have discussed caregiver fatigue, and the 
signs and symptoms to look for. We are here 
and supportive of the community and our 
employees.ò 
  The BRHWC began using a new, heated 
testing shelter which was put into place on 
October 19. It replaced the old, open-air tent 
which had been used before the weather 
turned colder. 
  ñThe new testing shelter is an excellent tool 
for the clinic to continue testing the commu-
nity even as the weather becomes a little less 
than desirable,ò Gerovac-Lavasseur said. 
ñWe can run two lanes through the testing 
shelter at one time, and a provider is always 
on hand to assess those who may be sympto-
matic.ò 
  At one point the Bad River Clinic was test-
ing 40-50 people per day, but that number 
has tapered off. 
  ñOn a typical day we are testing just over 
20 people,ò Feustel said. ñMondays, we test 
staff, and that number can range to be well 
over 50. So far, not counting, the mass clin-
ics, the most we have tested was 94. During 

our last mass clinic, we did test 203 individu-
als.ò 
   Unscientific observation of individuals in 
and around the City of Ashland seems to 
indicate that there are many people who still 
refuse to wear masks. 
  ñWe have unfortunately seen the same in 
some areas of town,ò Gerovac-Lavasseur 
said. ñHowever, here in Bad River, the com-
munity members seem to be very proactive 
and willing to do their part to protect them-
selves and the community. We feel very for-
tunate that the community continues to come 
together to fight this virus.ò 
  Positive cases of COVID-19 are spiking all 
over the United States, and Wisconsin has 
been particularly hard hit. 
  In Ashland County in the last two weeks, 

positive cases increased by 155 (274 to 429).  
More important, the death toll rose from 
three to five.  
   In Bayfield County, positive cases went up 
by 206 (225-431). Three people have died 
from COVID-19 in Bayfield County. 
   Douglas County, with 323 new cases, saw 
the largest increase from 774 to 1,097. And 
Iron County cases went up by 84 from 190 to 
274, with five deaths. 
  Just days before the election, Trump criti-
cized Biden for his stance on the issues. 
    ñCOVID, COVID, COVID!ò Trump la-
mented. ñThatôs all that guy talks about.ò 
   And, that might turn out to be a good thing. 

COVID -19  
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